
 

Sunday, December 22, 2024  
Sunday before Nativity — 

Forefeast of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ ; 
Anastasia the Great Martyr  

 
Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis (Proistamenos) 

Fr. Stratton Dorozenski (Retired Priest In Residence) 
Fr. John Stefero (Retired Priest In Residence) 

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 
 

2418 Swann Avenue—Tampa, FL 33609—813-876-8830 (office) - office@stjohntpa.org  

~Sunday before the Nativity of Christ— December 22~ 

mailto:office@stjohntpa.org


Apolytikion of the Resurrection:  
The stone that had been sealed before Your 
tomb by the Judeans and the soldiers 
guarding did watch over Your pure and 
sacred Body. O Savior, the third day You 
arose, and unto all the world did You give 
life.  Whereby all the heavenly powers did 
proclaim that You are the Giver of Life: 
Glory unto our Resurrected Christ; Glory 
unto Your Kingdom; Glory to Your 
dispensation, O You Who alone loves all. 

Apolytikion for the Forefathers: 
By faith You justified the Forefathers, 
having through them betrothed to yourself 
the Church that came out of the nations. 
The saints are boasting in glory; for the 
glorious fruit, the Virgin who without seed 
gave birth to You, is from their progeny. At 
their entreaties, O Christ our God, save our 
souls.  
 

 
Apolytikion of St. John the Baptist:  
The memory of the just is observed with 
hymns of praise; for you O Forerunner the 
witness of the Lord is sufficient.  You have 
proved to be truly more venerable than the 
prophets.  Since you were granted to 
baptize in the river, the One Whom they 
proclaimed.  Therefore, you strove for truth, 
proclaiming with joy the Good News, even 
to those in Hades: that God was manifested 
in the flesh, and takes away the sins of the 
world, and grants to us His great mercy. 

Kontakion: 
On this day, the Virgin Maid goes to the 
cave to give birth to the pre-eternal Word in 
an ineffable manner.  Dance for joy, O you 
inhabited earth upon your hearing, Glorify, 
along with Angels and with shepherds, 
Him Who willed that He appear as a 
newborn Child, the pre-eternal God.   

VISION:   
Love God, Love your neighbor and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as an Orthodox Christian community. 

MISSION: 
The mission of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is to welcome and serve people with love, truth, joy 
and peace, and to create an environment that encourages all to seek salvation through Orthodox Christianity. 

CORE VALUES: 
Love, Worship, Community, Learning, Service 

SYNAXARION: 

Sunday before Nativity — 
Forefeast of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ ; 

Anastasia the Great Martyr  

Welcome to all of our Visitors “Welcome one another just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” 
Romans 15:7  We pray that your worship experience with us today will be inspirational and uplifting.  Please 
introduce yourself to an usher or a member of the Welcoming Ministry and pick-up a “welcome packet” as you 
exit the church.  We are happy that you are with us today! 
Holy Communion is offered only to Orthodox Christians who are in good canonical standing with the church and 
who have prepared through prayer and fasting. Everyone is invited to receive the Antidoron (Blessed Bread) at 
the end of the Divine Liturgy. 
Order for Holy Communion—With Sunday School in session the order for Holy Communion will be as 
follows: 
1. Choir 
2. Altar boys 
3. Sunday school teachers (who will line up in middle aisle (right) before Communion). 
4. Sunday school students (who will line up in the middle aisle (left) before Communion) 
5. Then the rest of the congregation ( side areas then the main section). 
6. Parents with recently Baptized children can line up before the Sunday School Teachers. 



READINGS FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 

Epistle Lesson:  
Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers. Verse: For you are just in all you have done.  
 
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews  119 - 1;  2 - 0;  
BRETHREN, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents 
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which has 
foundation, whose builder and maker is God. And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell 
of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets - who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging 
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign 
armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept 
release, that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even 
chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were 
killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of 
whom the world was not worthy - wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth. And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God 
had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 
 
Gospel Lesson9 Matthew  191-    
The book of the Genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his 
brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and 
Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of 
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the 
father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king. 
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and 
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and 
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and 
Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and 
Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his 
brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was 
the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and 
Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok 
the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the 
father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, 
of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David were 
fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the 
deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in 
this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found 
to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her 
to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called 
Emmanuel" (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name 
Jesus. 



MINISTRY NEWS & UPDATES 

Office Update 
We are excited to share with you, that we are back in our offices after all this time being in the Hall and 

we are ready to welcome you and any questions you may have!  
Thank you for your patience and understanding! 

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN EASILY MAKE DONATIONS ONLINE??? 
 

Simply scan the following QR Code with your phone’s camera and 
select your fund of choice, Stewardship, General, Memorial etc. You 

can include notes to provide more detail.   
Thank you for your Generosity and Support!  

 DID YOU  
KNOW??? 

 

We have a new 
Instagram Page! 
Feel free to click 
on the link below 
and follow us.. 

 
@stjohntpa 

In our effort to support 
efforts for improved 
mental health, our 
parish is proud to 

support the 988 suicide 
hotline. Spread the 

word and you might 
help  

save a life! 

 
ST. JOHN’S 

BOOKSTORE  
  CHRISTMAS SHOP 

 
Christmas is quickly 

approaching. So happy 
to see so many of you 

supporting our ministry 
here at St. John’s. Stop 

in to the bookstore today 
where you can find 

inspiring and unique 
items for your 

celebration of the 
Nativity of 

Christ.  Included are 
Icons of the Nativity of 

our Lord, Christmas 
cards in both English 

and Greek, Icon 
Ornaments, and many 
other Christmas gifts 
you just won’t find in 

the shopping malls. 
Think of us when 

checking off those names 
on your last minute gift 

list! 

  

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS! 
 

Christmas Meals for Needy —  
We raised close to $500 in gift cards for 
Metropolitan Ministries and are pleased 
to partner with Sunday School and Hope 
and Joy. Thank you to all who donated! 

STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE 
 

Your Stewardship/Gifts of Time, Talent 
and Treasure create the foundation of 

our beautiful church!  
We have kicked off Stewardship Month 
and invite you to complete your 2025 
Stewardship Pledge Forms! We 
THANK the over 50 parishioners who 
have responded so far. A gentle 
reminder to list your ministry interests 
a s  y o u  c o m p l e t e  y o u r 
commitments.  These are of growing 
importance as we continue to expand 
our community.  Pledge Forms are also 
available in the Narthex and Online at 
Stjohntpa.org and in our App. For any 
questions, please call or text George 
Mitseas at 813-748-1220  

https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/533309353681776/st-john-the-baptist-greek-orthodox-church/


 
Bible Study—Women’s Bible Study with Fr. Stavros will take place on most Tuesdays from 10:00-
11:30a.m. either in person (in Father’s office) or zoom. We will NOT have Bible Study on Tuesday, 
December 24 and Tuesday, December 31. For January the dates are Tuesday January 14, Tuesday January 
21 & Monday January 27. 
 
Tuesday night Bible study with Fr. John will continue meeting at 6:30 p.m. in the Zaharias Room. Join us 
in person or via zoom for some very informative, lively and interactive discussions on how we apply 
Biblical principles in our everyday lives.  We will NOT have Bible Study on Tuesday December 24 and 
Tuesday December 31. For January, the dates are Tuesday January 7, Tuesday January 14, Tuesday 
January 21 & Tuesday January 28.   
 
MY WORD 2025 -For the past four years, we’ve encouraged parishioners to identify one word that will 
shape their year. With 2025 now a month away, it’s time to start thinking of the word that will define you 
in 2025. Towards the end of December, Father will send out a request for individual words to define you 
for 2025. 
 
Food Pantry Update 
We were able to prepare over 50 ‘Snack Bags’ for the residents of Tampa Hope last Sunday. We are 
deeply grateful for our support. We welcome donations anytime and have a dedicated drop-off, to 
the left, inside the church hall entrance.  If you know of someone in need or wish to take a bag of 
groceries to go, we can make that happen!  Please call or text Sandra Pappas at 813-785-3747 
 
 

MORE MINISTRY NEWS & UPDATES 

Prayer List: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, visit and heal your servants:  
Athena Felley, Melissa Romero, Sandra Reyes, Miltiadis, Larry Maas; Konstantinos Triantafyllopoulos; 

Kostadinos Booras; Michael I, Anna Maria & Thomas Reilly, Calliope Herman; Delaney & Alexis 
Johnson; Ron & Linda Ledet; Helen & Mike Mitchell, Elena, Ricky  & Michael Gordenina, Tina 

Chakonas, Felix R.,  Ivco; Anna, Stavroula, George, Pam, and Liz; Christopher Labatos;  Eva Coppalla; 
Christopher; Christopher; Peter Nenos; Patrick Carroll; Irina, Marina, Yuri, and Christophoros; Ashley 

Snyder; Evangelos & Caroline Critkas; Christine Alex, June, Lillian Thomas; Scotty; Desi Serriera; Ashley 
Kladakis; Kathy & Andrew Bouzinekis; Anastasia; Virginia Georgiou, Toula Tsaros, Nellie Pringle, 

Yolanda Webb, Angela Bougas, Ron, Jason Vickers, Rex Garrison, Ann Demas, Christina Noel Kouzes 
Houck, Evangeline Xeroteres, Ashley Henderson, Natalie Henderson, Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, Lily, 
Jacob, Jesse, Ann, Rosario,  Alissa, John, Angela, Joey, Christine Scourtes, Steven, Phyllis, John Zelatis, 

Reagan, Peter Zaharis, Alexandra Ferrarolis, Leon & Despina Botham, Cindy Xenick, Mary Ellen 
Evdemon, Marie Sofia Panagopoulos, Maria Hursey, Chris Vamvakias, Mike Trimis, Michael Romero, 

George Hambos, Dean Kondilis and Family, Bill and Nancy Manikas, Patricia Costello, Ekaterina & 
Anna S. Dora K., Debbie P., Mary V., David V.,  Don Payne, Valery, Jimmy, Timoleon, Elias, Anna, 

Damynos, Anna C., Anthony Welker, John Bella, Michele Blankebaker, Jonah, George Voulgaris, Carol 
Cretekos  and all victims of war, terrorism, crime, natural disaster, and all of whom we are unaware. 



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22     ST. ANASTASIA 
       ORTHROS  8:45A.M.            DIVINE LITURGY 10:00A.M. 
       (ANYONE ATTENDING MAY SERVE)  
       NO SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 23    ROYAL HOURS OF NATIVITY         9:30A.M. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24    VESPERS    9:00A.M  DIVINE LITURGY   9:30A.M. 
       ORTHROS  5:30P.M  DIVINE LITURGY   7:00P.M. 
               

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25   NATIVITY OF CHRIST 
       ORTHROS  8:45A.M.        DIVINE LITURGY  10:00A.M 
           
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29    ORTHROS  8:45A.M.          DIVINE LITURGY  10:00A.M. 
       (ANYONE ATTENDING MAY SERVE)  
       NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

UPCOMING SERVICES & EVENTS 

Women’s Bible Study 
    Leader: Fr. Stavros 
December 24: NO Bible Study 

Tuesday Night Bible Study 
Leader: Fr. John 

December 24: NO Bible Study 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT ST. JOHN 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS & TOPICS 

 December 22nd and 29th  
No Sunday School Classes 

If you do not receive our weekly Sunday School Constant Contact every Friday afternoon, please email Vickie Peckham at 
vickiepeckham@gmail.com to let her know. 

VISITATION MINISTRY 
 

The Philoptochos encourages parishioners to visit our homebound seniors from St. John’s.  If you are 
interested in visiting and/or know of one of our seniors who would like some company, please  

e-mail Vickie Peckham at vickiepeckham@gmail.com  



Parish Assistance 
Program 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PAP provides free and 

confidential counseling services 
when life’s challenges become 

overwhelming. The PAP utilizes a 
network of faith-based providers 

that are sensitive to the values and 
beliefs of those they serve and 
provides compassionate care to 

children, adults, parents, and 
seniors. Parishioners can 

confidentially contact BayCare 
directly to request up to three free 
counseling sessions by a licensed 

mental health professional. BayCare 
helpline,  

800-878-5470, is answered 24/7 by 
mental health professionals. 

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE 
ALCMAEON  
#167 TAMPA  

 

Thank you to all that supported Yiayia’s table last Sunday. 
Thanks to you, we exceeded our goal for the day! Please 

visit us again in the Kourmolis Hall on Dec 15, and 22, after 
the Divine Liturgy. 

This Sunday, additional amazing items were added to the 
table due to more generous donations. Come and look 

again!  Added amazing jewelry, among other items, and is priced 
ridiculously low. 

Please stop by to explore stocking stuffers, and gifts for 
children, teenagers and even seasoned adults. 

All proceeds from this event support the Scholarship Fund 
for our youth. A small sample of some of the items that are 

being offered at the YiaYia’s table are pictured below: 

Framed 1873 Greek 
coins and 

embellished gift bags  

Handmade items 
made with seashells  

 “Angel Buddies’ 
made with donated 

ties  

Thank you for your support! 

 

May God bless you 
and yours with a 

Joyous Nativity and a 
happy and healthy 

New Year! 
 

~From Your Friends 
in our Young at Heart Ministry~ 



 Parish Priest:  Rev. Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis (frstav@gmail.com) 813-394-1038 

Retired Priest  in Residence:   Rev. Fr. Stratton Dorozenski 813-876-8830 

Retired Priest  in Residence:   Rev. Fr. John Stefero (jwstefero50@hotmail.com) 678-637-4425 

Ministry Coordinator/Chanter: Maria Xenick (Mariapxenick@stjohntpa.org) 813-765- 3587 
  

Bookkeeper:  Debbie Bowe (debbie!@stjohntpa.org) 813-876-8830 

Administrative Assistant : Elli Kehagias (office@stjohntpa.org) 813-876-8830

  

Parish Council: Euripides Panos, President 813-352-3972 

 John Zelatis, Vice President 813-727-2271 

 Marilyn Sandborn, Secretary 813-760-6289 

 Alexis Scarfogliero, Treasurer 813-892-1599 

 George Ameres 941-720-3494 

 Peggy George 813-727-5587 

 Peter George 781-910-9971 

 Amin Hanhan 813-846-2957 

 Tony Magos 813-957-3206 

 Suzanne Pileggi 813-244-5855 

 Marcelle Triantafilou 612-396-5026 

AHEPA:  James Sakaris 301-529-8857 

Altar Angels:     Kalliope Chagaris 813-789-4134 

Bible Study: Fr. John Stefero 678-637-4425 

Bookstore: Pres. Denise Stefero 678-464-4833 

Choir:  Tara Swartzbaugh, Director 813-313-0439 

 Ruth Losoviz, Organist 727-688-2782 

Community Outreach:  Greg Melton 813-967-2074 

Dance Groups: Η ΧΑΡΑ ΜΑΣ, Alexandra De Maio 813-340-9668 

 Maraquet Edquid   813-422-8963 

 ΠΑΡΕΑ, Marina Choundas 813-877-6136 

 Genie Carter 813-363-2362 

 ΠΑΝΗΓΥΡΙ, Alexandra De Maio 813-340-9668 

Daughters of Penelope:  Ourania Stephanides 813-546-4711 

Festival: Mike Xenick 813-340-8737 

Finance Committee:  Gary Ward 813-846-3898 

Food Pantry: Sandra Pappas 813-785-3747 

GOYA:  Michael & Bessie Palios 813-523-0346 

Hope/Joy:  George & Zackie Ameres 813-245-3813 

Joy Tweens Maraquet Edquid 813-422-8963 

Men’s Fellowship:  Fr. Stavros  Akrotirianakis 813-394-1038 

Nursing Ministry: Marcelle Triantafilou 612-396-5026 

Photography Ministry:  Karina Findlay 813-476-9632 

Philoptochos:  Katherine Sakkis 813-309-1073 

Stewardship: Chris Kyrus 757-672-1920 

 George Mitseas 813-748-1220 

Sunday School: Vickie Peckham 813-758-3102 

Ushers Pete Trakas 813-505-2193 

Veterans/1st Responders  Fr. John Stefero 678-637-4425 

Welcoming Ministry:  Maria Xenick 813-765-3587 

Women’s Bible Study: Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis 813-876-8830 

Young Adults Aris Rogers 813-309-5525 

Young at Heart:  Dora Morgan 813-613-3738 

Youth Protection:  Suzanne Pileggi 813-244-5855 


